James George Bailey
September 11, 1936 - June 3, 2021

James George Bailey, 84, died peacefully on Thursday, June 3, 2021, at the CVPH
Medical Center. A native of Elizabethtown, NY, Jim graduated from high school in 1953,
and then attended Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy. After 2 years, he transferred to
SUNY Albany, earning a Bachelor’s in Mathematics in 1957, and a Master’s in 1958. He
taught Math at Beekmantown Central School for 12 years and was an instructor in
Mathematics at SUNY Plattsburgh. In 1966, Jim was awarded a National Science
Foundation grant for an additional Master of Arts in Teaching at Cornell. Jim left his
teaching career due to deafness and then served as the Director of the Adirondack Center
Museum in Elizabethtown. Eventually he returned to work in Plattsburgh for the Clinton
County Real Property Office, also serving as the Historian of the City of Plattsburgh.
As Historian, Jim led walking tours of downtown Plattsburgh, opened the Macdonough
Monument for holidays and rallied community support for numerous special projects. Jim
was a Board member of the Clinton County Historical Association Museum and he served
as Treasurer of the NY State Municipal Historians’ Association. He loved being outdoors in
all seasons and was a lifelong member of the Algonquin Chapter of the Adirondack
Mountain Club. ADK friends had a grand time tracing old routes through the wilderness
with Jim. As 46er number 233, he led many young hikers from Camp Poko on adventures
into the High Peaks. A member of the First Presbyterian Church of Plattsburgh, Jim
served on the Session, the Outreach Council and the Presbytery Committee on Inclusion.
Jim devoted himself to volunteer service for his entire adult life, with intelligence, good
humor, and dedication, cheerfully putting service before self.
Jim was a gifted writer, maintaining a vast correspondence and penning numerous articles
in the Adirondac magazine and in the CCHA Antiquarian. Jim couldn’t move mountains,
but he could make sure that they were properly named. With research and determination,
he cut through piles of red tape at the USGS to restore the rightful name of Macdonough
to a mountain in Lewis, NY, in time for the 2014 Bicentennial of the Battle of Plattsburgh.
Jim is survived by his wife Anne of 53 years, his sister Dorothy, his son Walter of
Lakewood, CO, his daughter-in-law Holly (Duke) and two granddaughters Clara and Lucy.
He was greatly loved and admired by all. His son David Claude predeceased Jim. Jim
enjoyed life thoroughly, but over the last 10 years Parkinson’s Disease posed increasing,

and finally insurmountable, challenges. Memorial gifts may be made to the Clinton County
Historical Association & Museum, the Adirondack Mountain Club, or the First Presbyterian
Church of Plattsburgh. Calling hours are on June 10, 2021 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the
Heald Funeral Home, 48 Court Street, Plattsburgh. A Celebration of Life for family and
friends will be held at the Mountain House in Keene, NY, on July 9 from 4 to 7 pm.
To light a memorial candle or leave an online condolence please visit http://www.healdfune
ralhomeinc.com
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Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Heald Funeral Home, Inc. - Plattsburgh
48 Court Street, Plattsburgh, NY, US, 12901
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9

Celebration of Life04:00PM - 07:00PM
Mountain House
Keene, NY, US, 12942

Comments

“

For some reason I have put off writing this tribute to the man I knew as Mr. B., my
math teacher at Beekmantown Central. He taught me calculus my last year of high
school. We were a small group of students but were often a challenge to him in the
classroom. I still have some of his 'What to Study for the Test' papers he provided us
with to prepare us for an exam. It was like figuring out a puzzle trying to read his
chicken scratching. I think he did that on purpose to just challenge us!!
My best memories of Mr. B were when he was in his advisory capacity with
BOSC...the Beekmantown Outdoor and Skiing Club. He was in his element on those
trips. On Whiteface we climbed both mountains and gathered at the top despite
some obstacles getting there. We eventually started back down on the road, some
on skateboards and most of us walking. Some in great shape...others not so much!!
We all talked about it for years. I also found the article in the school newspaper about
the trip. It was one of the many trips with BOSC but it was definitely my favorite
adventure.
I was fortunate enough to see Mr. B one last time at the 50th Reunion for the Class
of '66 back in 2016. There, too, I met his lovely wife, Anne.. He still had that
wonderful smile and calm manner and seemed truly glad to see all of the many
students who had returned. I know many commented on how glad they were to see
him.
It has been wonderful to see all the pictures and tributes from friends and family.
Thank you so much for sharing. My love and respect goes to you, Anne, and your
family for providing with him the loving care he needed. I know how difficult and
exhausting that can be but you will always be glad that you could share that with him.
He will always be with you.
Much love and Blessings to you all,
Vicki Wolfe McCormick

Victoria Wolfe McCormick - June 15 at 04:13 PM

“

Thank you for sharing these memories, Victoria. Anne B.
Anne - June 20 at 07:47 PM

“

We have fond memories of times with the whole Bailey family when we were
stationed at Plattsburgh AFB (1971-1984). They gave us tips on hiking the
Adirondacks and we shared a friendship through church activities. We have been
blessed by knowing Jim and inspired by how he met health challenges. Our love to
Anne and Walter..
Louise and Don Droan plus our sons Douglas and Donald

Don / Louise Doran - June 11 at 01:48 PM

“

“

I have good memories of all of the Dorans, too.
Anne - June 20 at 07:48 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 11:09 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 11:08 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:27 AM

“

So, let's say you're a kid, walking around, chewing the gum you got with the baseball
cards you put in your bike spokes, and along comes Uncle Jim. "How would you like
going to canoe Long Lake?" Sez he. "Um, where's Long Lake, and how long is it?"
you might have replied.. But nothing detoured Uncle Jim, so, along with my two
brothers, off we went to Long Lake. Turns out it IS fairly long.. Three-four days, and a
couple o nights, thank God for the lean-to's.. We survived it, we loved it, we
remember it, and spending those precious days n nights with Jim were.. priceless.

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:27 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:24 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:20 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:19 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:15 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:13 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:12 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:11 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Fred V Provoncha - June 10 at 10:10 AM

“

10 files added to the album Memories Album

bob Provoncha - June 10 at 09:04 AM

“

Frederick Provoncha lit a candle in memory of James George Bailey

Frederick Provoncha - June 09 at 02:09 PM

“

Uncle Jim. You will be greatly missed. You are so knowledgeable, so intelligent, so
generous, so kind. So fearless in the face of adversity. You will always be an
example to me. To my family, relatives, and friends who mourn with me, I offer you
my condolences, my prayers, my soldarity, and my empathy. I love you all and my
thoughts and prayers are with you.

Frederick Provoncha - June 09 at 02:03 PM

“

Multicolor Bright Mixed Flower Fireside Basket was purchased for the family of
James George Bailey.

June 09 at 11:46 AM

“

Sincerest condolences are extended to Anne and her family on their loss. May his
light continue to shine within and around you.
Bev Townsend
Past President
DKG Quebec

Beverly Townsend - June 08 at 08:11 PM

“

Thank you, Bev. We hope to see more of our sisters to the North, when the border opens
again
Anne Bailey - June 11 at 07:53 PM

“

When our family attended Presbyterian church for the very first time, after service it
was Anne and Jim who greeted us. Since then Jim always greeted us with a big
smile. Many times I see him cleaning the floor after community meal services . He
always comes in toward the end and cleans quietly. When he talks about history, you
can feel his passion and excitement.
Your life was well lived. We’ll miss your big smile.

Jean Choe - June 08 at 08:08 PM

“

“

Thank you for sharing this memory, Jean.
Anne - June 20 at 07:50 PM

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Walter Bailey - June 08 at 04:06 PM

“

Anne, and family,
My deepest condolences on your loss. I was blessed to get to know Jim a little when
you came into Montreal to attend the theater.
May your memories of times shard bring you peace. May Jim rest in peace, and from
his resting place may he look after those he loved by intervening on your behalf. G-d
bless.
Rena Entus

Rena Entus - June 08 at 08:02 AM

“

Thank you for your support of the North Country Underground Railroad Historical
Association. You truly loved history and your knowledge will be missed. J. Madison

Jacqueline Madison - June 07 at 03:31 PM

“

There really are no words for most of Jim Bailey’s friends and fans to express the
deep sadness that we feel....with Jim leaving us behind, he takes a whole head full of
memories and history for this area with him. I will always miss his sweet smile and
welcoming smile .....my youngest son remembers Jim entertaining him with his BIG
smile that could make his hearing aids give off a beep of some sort....another son
remembers the sincere niceness of Jim Bailey, a daughter wonders if he is busy with
pulling off a reenactment in his new location....I just plain miss thinking of him at
home and happy with his surroundings. One time soon after his Kochlear implant I
was shoveling snow with him on the kitchen steps at the Mountain House....we heard
a chickadee off in the trees...Jim stopped shoveling and a big smile crossed his face:
“the First time that I have heard a chickadee in 17 years” he announced! Oh, Jim,
you will be so missed by those who loved and enjoyed your presence so very much!
God Bless Jim and his loving family! We will miss Jim forever and ever!

Betty L. Collins - June 07 at 02:02 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of James George
Bailey.

June 07 at 05:07 AM

“

We remember Jim fondly, mostly through the ADK club but also through various
events around town. Our sincere condolences to Anne and the rest of Jim's family.
Sam Northshield and Margaret Morrow.

Sam Northshield - June 06 at 09:24 PM

“

To Anne and all of Jim's family and friends my most sincere condolences. Jim's was
a life well-lived. Bonnie Healey

Bonnie L Healey - June 06 at 08:27 PM

“

Jim's friendliness touched us all. Baird and Nancy Edmonds

Baird Edmonds - June 06 at 03:08 PM

“

Dad was always there for Dave and I in his own quiet way. As I’ve grown older,
created a family of my own, and gone through my own ups and downs, I’ve
developed such an appreciation for Dad’s passion for sharing local history, his love of
exploring the Adirondacks, and what a gift his never ending kindness was to
everyone he knew.

Walter Bailey - June 06 at 09:19 AM

“

Where have the years gone? Mr. Bailey taught me math at Beekmantown Central
School. I remember him as a gentle, patient man who had a sweet smile and a love
of math.
I am amazed at all he accomplished in his life! I am so sorry for your loss.
Sincerely,
Mary Jane Bromley Lopez

mary jane lopez - June 05 at 09:40 PM

“

Lavender & White Standing Spray was purchased for the family of James George
Bailey.

June 05 at 06:58 PM

“

As I first became aware of who I was, there was my "older brother" Jim. Actually my
uncle, but not all that much older than me, leading me up Hurricane, of paddling out
on Long Lake, or helping build our camp on Lake George. Life will never be the
same without him.. Fred Provoncha

Fred V Provoncha - June 05 at 06:15 PM

“

I often think of the good times Jim and I had finding Pike's Cantonment on the banks
of the Saranac and in documents. Leon

Leon Harris - June 05 at 04:43 PM

“

Jim, I will miss your beautiful sheepish smile ,and loving kindness.
Your notes were always filled with historical and hysterical Beetleisms that only you
could have penned. You will be dearly missed , my friend.
My heartfelt sympathy to your devoted wife Anne, your son Walter and his family
,and your amazing sister Dorothy and her family.
Love to all !
Sharon

Sharon Ratner - June 05 at 09:35 AM

“
“

So sorry Anne.
Denise Nephew - June 05 at 09:43 PM

Dear Anne: Reading the Press-Rep as I watched the day starting on Cumberland Head, I
was saddened to learn of Jim's death. My companion was the coffee mug my late Mom
gave me 20 yrs ago: "Those who can, Teach. Those who can't go into some less significant
line of work." I thought you would appreciate the inscription. Later, sharing the news with
others, Jim's unique OldSchool, low-tech, no batteries, no charger string of clothespins
came to mind. Smiles were shared as we recalled how he kept track of visitors at the
Macdonough Monument during the Battle of Plattsburgh events. RIP Jim. May your family
provide you comfort in the coming days. Sincerely, Richard Daly (CCHA)
Richard L. Daly - June 07 at 09:52 AM

“

I spent many days on West Court Street with the Bailey's as a child-climbing into the attic in
the garage, or outside in the back on a cold February Day. I have very fond memories of
the entire family all through my childhood. The photo on this page is really what I remember
best about Mr. Bailey: that smile. He always seemed enthusiastic, and was a warm, kind
person. To Walter, Mrs Bailey and the entire Bailey Family-I am so sorry for your loss.
Arthur deGrandpre Jr. - June 07 at 10:28 AM

