Smith Brett Lawrence
June 30, 2016

Smith Brett Lawrence died on Thursday, June 30, at the age of 70, at Fletcher Allen
Medical Center in Burlington, VT, surrounded by his family. He was diagnosed with
Esophagus Cancer in February of this year and fought aggressively to the end. Brett was
an Adirondack Guide, Marine, and Vietnam War veteran; husband to his beloved bride,
Mary, and father to their children Bronson and Molly. Son to Mabel and Smith Lawrence of
Keene, Brett graduated from Keene Central School in 1963, went on to the Miner Institute
in Chazy, NY, where he majored in agricultural studies and lettered in wrestling, then
attended SUNY Plattsburgh.
Brett enlisted in the Marines in 1965 and served a tour of duty in Vietnam with a Marine
Attack Squadron and was at Chu Lai during the January 31 Tet Offensive. He received a
Good Conduct Medal and in recognition of service. Further postings followed in Hawaii
and Chicago. Sargent Lawrence, rank E5, was honorably discharged in November 1970.
Upon leaving the Marines, Brett followed three prior generations of his family by becoming
an Adirondack Guide and earned an enviably low Adirondack Guide badge number of
309. In 1973, after a six-month courtship, Brett married Mary Stambach at St. Brendan’s
Church in Keene, NY.
For 18 winters Brett drove passenger sleds at the Lake Placid bob-run. For 30 years he
was an active member of the Keene Volunteer Fire Department. He was a life-long
member of the Keene Valley Congregational Church where he often served as a deacon
and on new rector search committees. Brett was a spirited member of the Keene Valley
Rod and Gun Club and American Legion Post 1312 where he carried the flag and served
on the honor guard. At this year’s Memorial Day Service a bench in Brett’s honor was set
in front of the Vietnam War memorial.
For many years Brett served as the Chair of the Town of Keene Republican Committee.
His greatest service, to most, though, was being Santa Claus. As Santa, for the last 40
years, he visited the Neighborhood House, area hospitals, St. Agnes School, and often

made house calls upon request. This year, Keene Central School honored Brett with the
Honor Society Distinction Citizen’s Award noting that he was “a graduate who has made
outstanding contributions to our town, state, and nation.”
Smith Brett Lawrence is survived by his bride of 43 years Mary; his “number one” son
Bronson and his partner “son and a quarter” Mike Northup; daughter Molly, her husband
Jeordi “Jordan” McEwen and their son Greggor Emmett; his sisters Donna Combs and
Andrea Maberry (John) and many nieces and nephews. The funeral service will be held at
the Keene Central School at noon on Saturday July 23rd officiated by Rev. Milton Dudley,
Pastor of KVCC, and Rev. John Yonkovig, Pastor, St. Agnes and St. Brendan’s Catholic
Churches. In lieu of flowers,
Mary requests contributions be made to the Keene Valley Congregational Church Santa
Fund, Brett’s request would be to the NRA or Essex County Republican Committee.
Semper Fi.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Heald Funeral Home, 7521 Court Street,
Elizabethtown.
To light a memorial candle or leave an online condolence please visit http://www.healdfune
ralhomeinc.com

Comments

“

Dear Mary,
I'd always known Brett from a distance and hoped to get to know him (and you all)
better; well, I got that chance when we paddled across to an Upper Lake dock, and
promptly heard power tools being dropped like hot potatoes, as he (and Ron Ashe, I
believe) welcomed our party of four into their lives as Guides. What an evening we
had, with a lot of BIG talk, fueled by a rather strong, bitter purple concoction he'd
brewed...... An experience I shall never forget and always cherish.
As to his life as a Marine, we were priviliged to attend Barbara's nephew's graduation
ceremony at Parris Island, S.C., and gained huge insight into the choices he'd made.
To you and yours, we send our best love and wishes of strength for your family to
carry on in his tradition and memory.
---Barbara & Sam Clement

Sam Clement - July 31, 2016 at 04:17 PM

“

Dear Mary, Bronson, Molly et. al.
I first really got to know Brett on a Judd Whitney construction site in the summer of
'71 on Beede Rd. in KV. What a breath of fresh air he was.........a man with an
unadulterated opinion who could laugh loud enough to erase ALL dearly held
opinions as a sign that friendship and love transcend personal politics and beliefs!
I knocked on your door in KV last October only to be greeted by the sound of the dog
pack; so, I missed my last good-bye with him, unfortunately for me. Like so many of
us are feeling at this time a light that shown beyond the slopes of Keene Valley has
been dimmed but his generosity of spirit lives on, brighting our hearts by the sheer
memory of his being.
Condolences and Much Love,
Brooks Kirkbride
Adi Da Samrajashram, Naitauba Island, Fiji

Brooks Kirkbride - July 23, 2016 at 08:43 PM

“

Mary, Bronson, Molly and family, I was so very sorry to hear Brett had passed away.
He was one of the dearest men I have ever known. I will miss him very much. I will
treaure the visits to the office with you and watching the kids grow thru the years.
God Bless all of you !

Wanda M. Duso - July 17, 2016 at 02:41 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Brett's struggles and passing. My condolences to Mary and
Family.
What a great guy.
Vince McNally

Vince McNally - July 12, 2016 at 10:31 AM

“

Brett was always known as Santa in my home..Even after the kids grew up and had
kis of there own they still referred to him as Santa..my grandson who is 5 saw him at
Stewart's one time and said " wow we must live in the best place if Santa lives here
when hes not working". We shall miss his presence deeply .love to the family

Kristin Gifford - July 06, 2016 at 06:38 PM

“

2 files added to the album Semper Fi

Jennifer pickerel - July 06, 2016 at 12:51 PM

“

MaryMy favorite memory of Brett was when, the day before your wedding, he took Eggs
and I fishing on the Ausable in a cold downpour. Seeing that we were miserable,
Brett gathered some wet wood and soon had a roaring fire going on which he was
cooking a trout on a stick. Incredible!! We are all going to miss him. Please let me
know if I can help you and the kids.
Paul

Paul - July 06, 2016 at 11:41 AM

“

Mary, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Please know that you and your family
remain in my prayers. Thalene

Thalene Bates - July 06, 2016 at 10:19 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Mary - July 06, 2016 at 08:44 AM

“

4 files added to the album Semper Fi

Mary Lawrence - July 06, 2016 at 08:39 AM

