William J. Raus Jr.
July 29, 1939 - January 14, 2021

William J. Raus Jr., 81, of Essex, NY. passed away peacefully at home on January 14th.
Born in Syracuse to William J. and Helen C. Raus Sr. Bill graduated from Marcellus
Central High School, where he excelled in the Future Farmers of America. He was part
owner and operator of Kinland Farm, Marietta NY. He was a member of the Amber Fire
Department. In the mid 80’s he leased and managed a 400-acre farm, in Essex. Bill was
also a farm consultant for the Adirondack Land Trust in Elizabethtown, NY. President, Vice
President and Director of Onondaga County Farm Bureau and President of Essex County
Farm Bureau. He also established and managed Farmer’s Markets in Essex and
surrounding areas. Most recently, Bill, was employed by the Elizabethtown Community
Hospital for fifteen years as an ambulance/transport driver.
He will be remembered for his great sense of humor, gift of gab, practical jokes and keen
sense of direction.
Bill is survived by his soulmate, Loretta Surprenant and five children: Barbara Briggs,
Brenda Quinlan, James Raus, Laraine Rapple, William Raus, and step-son Tim
Surprenant, eleven grandchildren and three great grandchildren, Two sisters, Jean Finizio,
and Joyce Becker, and nephew and nieces.
There will be no calling hours/funeral. A memorial celebration will be held later in 2021.
Contributions in his memory may be made to: High Peak Hospices 518-891-0606 or
Elizabethtown Community Hospital, 75 Park Street Elizabethtown, N.Y. 12932.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Heald Funeral Home, 7521 Court St.,
Elizabethtown.

Comments

“

Such a great loss to the community. Bill will be remembered for his passion for
farming, his kindness at the hospital, and his gift for conversation. Our hearts go out
to Loretta and his family. Bill will be missed greatly.
John Doyle and Laura Sells Doyle

Laura Sells-Doyle - February 02 at 02:49 PM

“

Bill was a many of many and exceptional talents, but his kind heart was his greatest
gift. I'm sure that his family will miss him, but they should be comforted by the fond
memories they will share and the knowledge that his many friends will remember all
that he did for them.
Elaine

ELAINE JORDAN - January 30 at 12:35 PM

“

Looking for a tent for an event, God found me Bill Rouse. Thus began a 20 year
friendship that was filled with great stories, many hours exploring the back roads of
Essex, work around the camp, meals with Loretta on the porch, and yes putting up
and taking down tents. Bill was my pal, and usually my first call when I arrived in
Essex.His radiant smile, and positive personality were a warm welcome.We loved to
kid each other, he always got the last word. A wealth of knowledge, Bill gave good
advice and could fix anything. I will miss my friend.

Chick - January 29 at 02:19 PM

“

Bill was such a great friend to my late husband Dick and myself! He always had a
smile! He was passionate about helping others anyway, anytime that he could! I have
many treasured memories of the wonderful times that we shared with Bill and
Loretta! He was such a blessing to sooo many! Jesus seeing Bill at heaven’s door
said “ welcome home my good and favorite servant!”

sally Hues - January 29 at 10:27 AM

“

Bill was a wonderful, caring man full of great humor and a true appreciation for every
day. He always had a smile and warm greeting for all he met and was well respected
by all who knew him. He would always go out of his way in a moments notice to help
anyone who needed it. He will be greatly missed.
Tina Colegrove

Tina Colegrove - January 29 at 10:11 AM

